
 
Monterey County Regional Taxi Authority  

 
City of Carmel-by-the-Sea • City of Del Rey Oaks • City of Monterey • City of Pacific Grove 

City of Salinas • City of Sand City • City of Seaside • Monterey Peninsula Airport District 

County of Monterey 

 
 

 Board of Directors Regular Meeting 
 
 May 23, 2011 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 MST Conference Room 
 One Ryan Ranch Road, Monterey 
  

TRANSPORTATION: Ride Line 8 Ryan Ranch-Edgewater to MST Office 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

1-1. Roll call.  
 

1-2. Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

2. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
2-1. Review highlights of Agenda. (Carl Sedoryk) 

 
These items will be approved by a single motion.  Anyone may request 
that an item be discussed and considered separately. 
 
2-2. Informational minutes from the regular meeting of April 25, 2011. (Deanna 

Smith) (p. 1) 
 

End of Consent Agenda 
 

3. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 

Members of the public may address the Board on any matter related to the 
jurisdiction of The Monterey County Regional Taxi Authority but not on the 
agenda. There is a time limit of not more than three minutes for each 
speaker.  The Board will not take action or respond immediately to any 
public comments presented, but may choose to follow-up at a later time, 
either individually, through staff, or on a subsequent agenda.  

 



5. COMMITTEE REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

No action required unless specifically noted.  
 

5-1. Receive update from RTA staff.  (No Enclosure)  (Hunter Harvath) 
 
5-2. Highlights from the TAC meeting of May 17, 2011. (Deanna Smith) (p. 9) 
 

6. BIDS/PROPOSALS 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

7-1. Approve application of Coastal Yellow Cab to provide taxi services in the 
Monterey County Regional Taxi Authority jurisdictions.  (Hunter Harvath) 
(p. 11) 

 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
8-1. Receive update on Taxi Senior Scrip Program.  (Hunter Harvath) (p. 15) 
 

9. NEW BUSINESS 
 
9-1. Receive update on Regional Taxi Authority funding and refer Draft FY 

2012 Budget to Finance Committee for review.  (Hunter Harvath) (p. 17)  
 
 

10. REPORTS & INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

The Board will receive and file these reports, which do not require any 
action by the Board. 
 
10-1. Letter from Monterey County Cab Drivers of April 23, 2011. (p. 19) 

 
11. COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 
 

11-1. Reports on meetings attended by Board members at RTA expense. 
(AB1234) 

12. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
13. CLOSED SESSION 
  
As permitted by Government Code §64956 et seq. of the State of California, the Board 
of Directors may adjourn to Closed Session to consider specific matters dealing with 
personnel and/or pending possible litigation and/or conferring with the Board's Meyers-
Milias-Brown Act representative. 
 
14. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 



15. ADJOURN    
 
 
 

 
 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  June 27, 2011 in MST Conference Room. 
 

NEXT AGENDA DEADLINE: June 17, 2011 
 

 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Board after 
distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the 
Monterey-Salinas Transit Administration office at 1 Ryan Ranch Road, 
Monterey, CA during normal business hours. 
 
Upon request, Monterey County Regional Taxi Authority will provide 
written agenda materials in appropriate alternative formats, or disability-
related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or 
services, to enable individuals with disabilities to participate in public 
meetings.  Please send a written request, including your name, mailing 
address, phone number and brief description of the requested materials 
and preferred alternative format or auxiliary aid or service at least 5 days 
before the meeting.  Requests should be sent to Monterey County 
Regional Taxi Authority – c/o Sonia Bannister, MST, One Ryan Ranch 
Road, Monterey, CA 93940 or srbannister@mst.org 

 



MONTEREY COUNTY REGIONAL TAXI AUTHORITY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

REGULAR MEETING 

April 25, 2011 

 

One Ryan Ranch Road, Monterey 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Sanchez called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. in the MST Conference Room.  

A roll call was conducted and The Pledge of Allegiance followed.   

 

Present: Karen Sharp (10:07) City of Carmel-By-The-Sea 

 Libby Downey City of Monterey 

 Alan Cohen City of Pacific Grove 

 David Pendergrass City of Sand City 

 Sergio Sanchez  City of Salinas 

 Alvin Edwards City of Seaside 

 Fernando Armenta County of Monterey 

 Tom Greer (alt) Monterey Peninsula Airport District 

 

Absent: Kristin Clark City of Del Rey Oaks 

 

Staff: Hunter Harvath Asst. General Manager/Finance & Administration 

 Tom Hicks CTSA Manager 

 Sonia Bannister Office Administrator 

 Carl Sedoryk General Manager/CEO 

 Mark Eccles Director of IT 

 Michael Hernandez Asst. General Manager/COO 

 Beronica Carriedo Mobility Trainer 

      

Others: Sam Martinez Independent taxi operator 

Roy Graham TAC Member 

Kathi Krystal TAC Member 

Steve Cardinalli Yellow Cab 

David Laredo DeLay & Laredo 

Robert Baswell Associated Taxi 

Richard Stember Yellow Cab 

Michael Cardinalli Yellow Cab 

Dmitry Perliev Big Sur Taxi 

Luis Lomelli Green Cab 

B. Villegas Green Cab 

 

Apology is made for any misspelling of a name. 

 

  



2-1. – 2-4.  Consent Agenda  

 

2-1 Mr. Sedoryk announced agenda highlights. 

 

The consent agenda items consisted of the following: 

 

2-2. Informational minutes from the regular meeting of February 28, 2011. 

 

2-3. Informational minutes from the Ad-Hoc Committee on Budget of March 4, 2011. 

 

 Director Downey pulled item 2-3 questioning the record of her statement that taxi cab 

company fees should be adjusted higher.  Mr. Sedoryk corrected the minutes to reflect that 

Director Downey commented that she would like to see individual taxi owners pay less for fees. 

 

Director Downey made a motion to approve the consent items and was seconded by 

Director Edwards.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Director Sharp arrived at 10:07 a.m. 

 

3. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

 

None. 

 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

 

 Sam Martinez, independent taxi operator, presented information on the per capita data of 

the RTA.  He does not believe the data qualifies to create an accurate model for the RTA to 

follow.  He stated the Orange County model reflects a much higher number of calls than 

Monterey County drivers receive and the data for airport departures also present an inaccurate 

comparison for Monterey Peninsula Airport. 

 

 Dmitry Perliev, Big Sur Taxi, wants to start a taxi service in Big Sur and requested 

clarification on insurance requirements. 

 

5. COMMITTEE REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 

5-1. Update from RTA staff. 

 

 Mr. Harvath updated the Board on administration improvements of the RTA.  Interim 

taxi permits have been established with several applications requested and provided; however, no 

applications have been received to date.  Taxi permit renewals cannot be issued until approval to 

perform criminal background checks is received from the Department of Justice.  Those with 

expired permits have been grandfathered in and may operate within the MCRTA jurisdiction 

until renewals are authorized.  When the Board provides direction regarding Section 8.3 of the 

agenda (MCRTA Regulations) the power to regulate taxis will be established. 

 



 Director Downey questioned whether the permit fees are currently tentative.  Mr. Harvath 

confirmed that final fees have not been established. 

 

 Director Armenta requested if taxi service is being impacted while approval from the 

DOJ is pending. Mr. Harvath responded that it is not being impacted. 

 

Public Comment 

 

 Mr. Martinez requested who authorized issuance of temporary permits.  Mr. Harvath 

responded that the Board provided that authority. 

 

 Mr. Graham, TAC member, does not recall the RTA board authorizing temporary 

permits. 

   

 Mr. Cardinalli stated that the RTA board never gave authorization to issue temporary 

permits.  Mr. Harvath responded that applications have been sent, but no permits have been 

issued.  He stated that the Board directed the RTA to set interim fees and to issue interim permits 

in December of 2010. 

 

 Mr. Perliev asked Mr. Harvath the status of insurance requirements.  Mr. Harvath 

responded that insurance requirements have not been established.  The issue will be brought 

before the Board at a future meeting. 

 

End of Public Comment 

 

 Director Downey remembers that at an early RTA Board meeting the Board was not 

comfortable with the proposed budget, but that an interim budget was approved so interim 

permits could be issued.   

 

 Director Armenta asked for clarification on grandfathered taxis.  Mr. Harvath responded 

that drivers operating with current or expired permits may operate without legal enforcement 

against them until permanent permits are issued. 

 

 Director Sanchez requested that minutes be researched to reference the authorization of 

issuing temporary permits. 

 

5-2 TAC meeting highlights. 

 

6.  BIDS / PROPOSALS 

 

None. 

 

7.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

None. 

      



8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

8-1 Proposed TAC public transit appointments. 

 

 Mr. Harvath announced Tom Hicks, Consolidated Transportation Services Agency 

Manager, as the MST representative to the TAC Committee.  Beronica Carriedo, Mobility 

Trainer, has been selected as an alternate. 

 

Public Comment 

 

 Mr. Martinez asked if the alternate positions were made available to the public or if they 

were selected by MST.  Mr. Harvath responded that there are designated seats on the TAC 

Committee, and this seat is specifically designated to represent the interests of public transit.  Mr. 

Harvath confirmed that after extensive public outreach for TAC committee representatives, no 

one from the public came forward to fill this seat.   

 

 Mr. Martinez asked how many temporary permits will be issued and how many MST 

employees sit on the TAC Committee and RTA Board.  Mr. Harvath responded that there are 

currently no MST employees serving on the TAC Committee or the RTA Board. 

 

 Kathi Krystal asked if she is now the TAC Committee member in the absence of the 

original member and if an alternate will be appointed.  She suggested that Mr. Martinez be 

considered as an alternate.  Mr. Harvath responded that she was appointed as a TAC Member at 

the last meeting, and that an alternate will be considered with receipt of an application.  Director 

Downey requested confirmation that this slot was to serve as a representative of an 

owner/operator. 

 

Director Downey made a motion to approve the appointment of Tom Hicks as the 

MST representative to the TAC Committee with Beronica Carriedo as an alternate.  

Director Edwards seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

8-2 Taxi Senior Scrip update. 

 

 Mr. Harvath provided an update on the Senior Scrip Program.  MST is requesting local 

jurisdictions continue their participation in the program.  Up to $250,000 in grant funds will be 

available as a match for all participating jurisdictions. 

 

 Director Cohen asked the implication of not participating in the program.  Mr. Harvath 

explained that citizens of non-participating jurisdictions would not receive the benefit of the 

program. 

 

 Director Edwards asked how soon the jurisdictions needed to decide.  Mr. Harvath 

responded that the issue will be brought back to the Board in one month. 

 

 Director Armenta asked if other taxi authorities are using this model.  Mr. Harvath 

responded that he is unaware of other participating authorities. 



 

 Director Downey confirmed that one half of the fee is paid by the customer, one quarter 

is paid by the city, and the taxi company forgives the remaining quarter fee.  This program will 

allow grant funds to cover the taxi company portion and will allow for a reduction in fees to 

seniors. 

 

 Director Pendergrass asked how the seniors take advantage of the program. 

 

Public Comments 

 

 Mr. Cardinalli is not aware of the New Freedoms Grant allowing for the Senior Scrip 

Program.  He stated that the program will run out of money with only $125, 000 to supplement 

it.  He requested a copy of the application.  Mr. Sedoryk stated that Section 5317 of the US Code 

contains the language supporting the appropriate use of funds. 

 

Close Public Comments 

 

 Mr. Laredo confirmed that members of the public can review grant applications upon 

request. 

 

8-3 Second reading and adoption of ordinance for uniform regulation of taxicabs within 

MCRTA  jurisdiction. 

 

 Mr. Harvath presented comments from members of the TAC and the public regarding 

proposed changes to the MCRTA regulations.   

 

 Mr. Laredo confirmed that the TAC recommendations are appropriate to be adopted as 

suggested.  He stated that this is the second reading of the ordinance and there are restrictions on 

the amendments that can be suggested.   

 

 Director Downey requested an update on TAC attendance. 

  

Public Comment 

 

 Kathy Krystal stated that Sections 21.2 and 21.4 were not discussed by the TAC.  She 

asked if delivery of prescription drugs to Convalescent Hospitals and alcohol to those of drinking 

age will now be illegal.  She feels that it is inappropriate to ask taxi companies not to sue the 

RTA if their decisions or actions negatively affect taxi companies or drivers.  She asked for 

clarification on Section 22.2.10 regarding the time limit for convictions.  She asked for 

clarification on Section 22.7.  She does not believe that the RTA should be able to determine 

what constitutes the “proper action” of a driver.  She requested a time limit be stipulated in 

Section 23.4.1.3. She requested that the limit be raised from two to three citations in Section 

23.4.1.5.  She requested information on Penal Code 290 referenced in Section 23.4.1.9.  She 

asked why taxi cab drivers need to have medical clearance as referenced in 23.4.1.15.  She does 

not agree with Section 24.2 and 24.3 regarding limiting the right of taxi drivers to appeal to only 



ten days.  Sections 26.6, 26.7, 26.9 contain confusing definitions of employment.  Section 27.2.1 

is too strict on the discrepancy of taximeters.   

 

 Mr. Cardinalli requested clarification on meter rates in Section 7.4.  He also requested 

clarification on 24 hour service requirements. 

 

Close Public Comment  

 

 Mr. Laredo recommended Section 21.2 be deleted and referred back to the TAC for a 

recommendation for an amendment. He confirmed that there is currently no time limitation to 

convictions in Section 22.2.10.  He suggested that the Board select either five or seven years for 

misdemeanors and recommends no time limitation be set for felonies.  He suggested that any 

changes to time limits be referred back to TAC as a recommendation.  He disagreed with the 

public comment regarding the language of the Hold Harmless provision on Page 61, and does not 

believe that the language limits the taxi owners or operators of their right to challenge the actions 

of the RTA.  He believes that the language simply protects the RTA against any liability arising 

from reason of taxicab operation.  He confirmed that Penal Code Section 290 and its subsections 

address sex offenders.  He confirmed that the proposal to provide leeway for taxi meter 

discrepancies is logical and appropriate, and suggests that TAC decide what the limits should be. 

 

 Mr. Sedoryk suggested that any taximeter discrepancies could be based on the 

Department of Weights and Measures guidelines. 

 

 Mr. Laredo stated that Ms. Krystal was correct regarding the split vote on Section 

23.4.1.5 addressing the violations of the vehicle code and whether the regulations should allow 

for two or three violations.  Mr. Laredo stated that it is allowable for drivers to provide flat rates 

as long as they were lower than the per mile rate.  He stated that it was decided to soften the 24 

hour requirement.  A sentence was added to Page 60, Section 4 allowing for exceptions to the 

requirement. 

 

 Mr. Laredo summarized the following revisions to the regulations:   

Strike the first four words in Section 4 “at this public hearing.”   

Delete in its entirety Section 21.2.   

Add a seven-year limitation to Section 22.2.10.   

Change “two” to “three or more violations” in Section 23.4.1.5.   

Strike Section 23.4.1.15 in its entirety.   

Change the time periods for appeal to reflect thirty days in Sections 24.2 and 22.3.   

Strike Section 27.5 in its entirety.   

Refer Section 27 back to TAC to confirm a “plus or minus 3%” discrepancy allowance 

for taximeters. 

 

 Director Sharp motioned to approve the adoption of the ordinance for the uniform 

regulation of taxicabs within the jurisdiction of the Monterey County Regional Taxi 

Authority, with stated revisions, to be returned to the TAC for further review and 

modification.  Motion was seconded by Director Downey. The motion carried unanimously. 

 



Public Comment 

 

 Sam Martinez stated that he did not feel the ordinance should be adopted and should be 

referred back to the TAC. 

 

Close Public Comment 

 

8-4 Review taxi fee structure and provide direction to staff. 

 

 Mr. Harvath noted that the chart on page 83 details how rates are prorated for interim 

permits for new taxi drivers and companies only.  He stated that more discussion is needed to 

determine fee structures for renewals.  He stated that the committee ran out of time at the last 

TAC meeting and was unable to discuss the fee structure.  He is not prepared to ask for a 

decision from the board at this time, but asks for comments or direction. 

 

 Director Downey stated the City of Monterey has a problem comparing our jurisdiction 

to San Diego.  She requested that both Monterey and Salinas propose a tentative budget to 

administer the program in an effort to save money on administrative costs.  She requested that 

Chair Sanchez request this information from Salinas as soon as possible.  She read a letter from 

the Monterey City Manager encouraging the RTA to move forward to implement the program. 

  

Director Edwards motioned to send the fee structure back to TAC for further 

review and was seconded by Director Cohen.  The motioned carried unanimously. 

 

Public Comment 

 

 Steve Cardinalli liked that the City of Monterey and/or City of Salinas regulate the RTA.  

He also asked that the Airport be added as a regulator.  He believes that the flaw in the program 

is having MST regulate the program because they are competitive with the taxi industry. 

 

 Sam Martinez stated that the Monterey Cab Drivers Association would like to help with 

the permitting process.  He believes the current proposed fee structure is too burdensome to taxi 

drivers and companies.  He believes the comparative cities used to set the fees have much more 

business and higher population than the County of Monterey. 

 

 Richard Stember, Yellow Cab, is concerned with the schedule of fees on page 83.  He 

questioned the Board’s knowledge and expertise of the taxi industry.  He requested that a 

subcommittee be formed to educate the board on the taxi industry. 

 

Close Public Comment 

 

 Director Downey called a point of order stating that there needs to be a budget for all 

agendas before an item is discussed.   

 



 Mr. Sedoryk confirmed that it has been the intention of MST to remove staff from the 

day to day operations of administering the program; however they would continue to support the 

board.   

 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

 

10. REPORTS & INFORMATION ITEMS 

  

11.  COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 

11-1 Reports on meetings attended by Board members at RTA expense. 

 

Director Armenta left at 12:16 p.m. 

 

Director Cohen left at 12:17 p.m. 

 

 Mr. Sedoryk commented that if day-to-day operations were handled by the cities, it might 

be cheaper for permitting fees. 

  

12. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

None. 

  

13. CLOSED SESSION  

 

14.  RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 

 

15. ADJOURN 

 There being no further business, Chair Sanchez adjourned the meeting at 12:18 p.m. 

 

 

 

Prepared by: ______________________________ 

  Deanna Smith, Deputy Secretary 



 
 

 
TAC HIGHLIGHTS 

MAY 17, 2011 MEETING 
 

 Kathy Krystal submitted a letter from Monterey County Cab Drivers.  Chair Penko 
asked that the letter be emailed to all TAC and RTA members. 

 Steve Cardinalli requested a copy of the grant submitted for Senior Scrip funding.  
Chair Penko requested that staff provide the requested grant information to the TAC 
Committee. 

 
REVIEW DRAFT EQUIPMENT, SAFETY, SECURITY AND OPERATIONAL 
POLICY AND PROVIDE COMMENT 
The Technical Advisory Committee reviewed the Draft Equipment, Safety, Security and 
Operational Policy and provided the following recommendations: 
 

 Item 2-K: change language to conform to Code Requirements that require only one 
side mirror and rearview mirror be operational. 
 

 Item 3-C: There was consensus that new companies would not be allowed to duplicate 
color schemes already established by current companies.  There was no consensus 
on how to deal with the current confusion caused by similar color schemes among 
currently operating taxi companies once the jurisdictions were open to all licensed 
operators. 
 

 Item 3-O: Increase personal container space allotted to taxi drivers to 2 cubic feet. 
 

 Item 3-P: Strike Item 3-P be from document, and add “hazard lights” or “emergency 
lights” to Item 3-E after “signal lights.” 
 

 Item 3-R through 3-V: Strike the entire section from document with the exception of the 
first line, “The rates of fare charges for for-hire vehicles shall be clearly displayed in 
the passenger compartment.” 
 

 Item 4: Change “taxi vehicle permit and a driver permit” in line 2 to “taxi vehicle permit 
and taxi driver permit.” Change “license” in line 3 to “taxi permit.” 
 

 Item 5-A: Change “offer” to “provide” in line 1 and “upon payment of the fare” to “upon 
request” in line 1. 
 

 Item 5-H: Keep first line, strike rest of item. 
 

 Chair Penko requested that staff research other best practices regarding dealing with 
offensive odors such as cologne, etc. 
 



 Item 5-K: Add “unless directed otherwise” to end of sentence. 
 

 Item 5-M: Chair Penko requested that staff research ADA laws and acceptable 
reasonable accommodations for taxi drivers that are allergic to animals. 
 

 Item 5-L: Chair Penko stated that case law determines the definition of a “reasonable 
person.”  He stated that the TAC would be the body to hear any issue relating to taxi 
driver behavior and would make a recommendation to the RTA. 
 

 Item 5-N: Mr. Harvath stated that counsel questioned striking Item N in its entirety.  It 
was recommended that the restriction on drivers reference refusing service based on 
“shortness of trip” and not “length of trip.” 
 

 Item 5-Q: Leave item as-is. 
 

 Item 5-S: Add “(company trainers)” after “RTA” in line 1. 
 

 In response to Public Comment by Mike Cardinalli, Chair Penko requested that a 
recommendation be made to add an item specifically addressing “peak hours” from 
12:00 a.m to 3:00 a.m., allowing a driver to limit trips to direct routes only. 
 

 In response to Public Comment, Chair Penko requested that staff provide information 
on taxi cab inspection sheet. 
 

 
 

 



Agenda #  7-1 
May 23, 2011 Meeting 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
To:  Board of Directors 
 
From: Hunter Harvath, MST Assistant General Manager – Finance & 

Administration 
 
Subject: Interim Taxicab Company Owner Permit Application -- Coastal Yellow Cab 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1. Conduct public hearing regarding the application of Coastal Yellow Cab to 
provide taxi services in the Monterey County Regional Taxi Authority (RTA) 
jurisdictions 
 

2. Approve application pending Department of Justice background check. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

$3,170 in permit fee revenue. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 

Your Board approves applications for new Taxicab Company Owner permits. 
 

DISCUSSION: 
 

In 2005, the United States Congress passed the reauthorization of federal 
transportation legislation, entitled Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). Along with reauthorizing federal funding 
for transportation projects, SAFETEA-LU made several changes to planning 
requirements and required that Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO) bring 
existing long-range transportation plans into conformance with these changes. One of 
these required changes was the development of a regional Coordinated Public Transit-
Human Services Transportation Plan.  As such, in 2007 the Association for Monterey 
Bay Area Governments (AMBAG) – the MPO for Monterey County – developed the 
Coordinated Public Transit Human Services Transportation Plan (CPTP) for the 
Monterey Bay region (Monterey, Santa Cruz and San Benito Counties). Required 
Elements of the CPTP included: 
 

 Identification of current services and providers 
 



 Assessment of transportation needs for individuals with disabilities, older 
adults, and persons with limited incomes 
 

 Identification of coordination actions to eliminate or reduce duplication in 
services and strategies for more efficient utilization of resources 
 

 Strategies to address identified gaps in services 
 

 The prioritization of implementation strategies 
  
In “Section VI – Implementation and Prioritization: Strategies to Fill the Gaps” of 

the AMBAG CPTP, wheelchair accessible taxi service was identified as a “Level One” 
highest priority need for Monterey County.  To date, that need has still not been met 
through the existing taxi providers in Monterey County.  In addition, same-day 
paratransit service for persons with disabilities was identified as a “Level Three” priority 
need for Monterey County.  Currently, MST RIDES customers who need wheelchair 
accessible transportation must make reservations the day before their date of travel.  
There are no wheelchair-accessible travel options for those individuals who need to 
travel on the same day. 
 

In recent months, staff has worked to secure federal funding from the SAFETEA-
LU-authorized New Freedoms grant program which would cover 50% of the cost for a 
senior taxi program providing same-day taxi-based service to seniors and persons with 
disabilities.  This program would be above and beyond what is required by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) with regards to the MST RIDES ADA paratransit 
program.  As such, MST has been awarded up to $250,000 in New Freedom grant 
funds for a two-year program to provide same-day taxi service to seniors and persons 
with disabilities.  However, the current taxi fleets in Monterey County are not equipped 
to handle individuals who use wheelchairs or other wheeled mobility aid devices.  

 
On April 25, 2011, MST received an application from Coastal Yellow Cab (CYC) 

for a Taxicab Company Owner interim permit and a check for $3,170.  CYC has 
substantial experience providing wheelchair-accessible taxi services in Southern 
California and has pledged that 20-25% of its vehicles to be deployed in the RTA area 
would be wheelchair accessible.  If approved by your Board, CYC would be a potential 
provider of wheelchair accessible and/or same-day taxi services for seniors as part of 
MST’s New Freedoms grant program. 

 
Section 22.4.2 of the Monterey County Regional Taxi Authority Regulations 

states, “The RTA shall review the application and the recommendation from the 
Authority staff to determine if it appears there is a need and necessity for the taxicab 
services proposed, and whether the applicant meets the requirements of the RTA 
Regulations and ordinances.”  Considering the lack of wheelchair accessible taxis in 
Monterey County, and the designation by the AMBAG CPTP of wheelchair accessible 
taxis as a top-tier priority for Monterey County, staff recommends that your Board 
makes a finding of determination that there is a need and necessity for the taxicab 



services proposed by CYC.   Furthermore, section 22.4.3 of the RTA regulations states 
that the following findings must be made: 

 
22.4.3.1 – The applicant is financially responsible as determined by the RTA 

Staff finding:  MST staff has reviewed the 2010 Income tax statements for 
CYC/CABCO Yellow as well as its 1st Quarter 2011 financial statements 
and finds the company financially responsible. 
 

22.4.3.2 – The applicant is of good moral character consistent with federal, state, 
and local laws for the public services that will be provided by the owner.   

Staff finding:  As soon as MST receives the authority from the Department 
of Justice (DOJ) to do so, a background check on CYC will be conducted.  
If CYC passed the background check, staff would recommend finding that 
the applicant is of good moral character as required under this Section. 

 
22.4.3.3 – Existing taxicab business are not adequately serving the public with 
respect to taxicab services. 

Staff finding:  As documented above, there are currently no wheelchair-
accessible taxicabs that serve Monterey County.  The applicant has 
pledged that 20-25% of its vehicles would be wheelchair-accessible. 

 
22.4.3.4 – Such additional taxicab service will not result in a greater hazard to the 
public or create substantial traffic or parking problems 

Staff finding:  The applicant initially intends to operate approximately 5 to 
10 taxicabs in Monterey.  This relatively small number of vehicles can be 
accommodated without resulting in greater hazards to the public and 
would not create substantial traffic or parking problems. 

 
MST is expecting authorization from the Department of Justice to conduct 

criminal background checks within the coming week.  Once that authorization is 
received, staff will conduct the DOJ background check on CYC.  Given the findings 
identified above, staff recommends granting CYC a Taxicab Owner interim permit valid 
through December 31, 2011, pending its passing of the DOJ background check.  If CYC 
does not pass the criminal background check, then an interim permit would not be 
issued. 

 
 
 

 



Agenda #  8-1 
May 23, 2011 Meeting 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
To:  Board of Directors 
 
From: Hunter Harvath, MST Assistant General Manager – Finance & 

Administration 
 
Subject: Senior Scrip Program Update 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Receive update from staff regarding senior discount scrip program. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

None at this time. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 

 The Joint Powers Agreement creating the Regional Taxi Authority grants power 
to the RTA to create a senior discount program. 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 

For over a decade, several communities including Monterey, Seaside, Sand City, 
and Del Rey Oaks have partnered with Yellow Cab to fund a program offering 
discounted taxi cab rates to senior citizens. Traditionally, half of the cost of the senior 
scrip is borne by the passenger, one quarter by the city in which they live, and one 
quarter of the cost of the trips are forgiven by Yellow Cab.  The value of the estimated 
usage of the senior discount program as provided by city staff for the following 
jurisdictions is as follows: 

 
Monterey: $45,000, Seaside: $6,500, Del Rey Oaks: $200 
 
At the April 25, 2011, meeting of your board, staff was directed to contact the city 

managers/county administrator of the RTA member jurisdictions to gauge interest in 
establishing and funding an RTA senior scrip program and to require RTA permitted 
taxicabs to accept senior scrips.  To date, MST has received interest from staff from Del 
Rey Oaks, Monterey, Salinas, Sand City and Seaside.  In addition, other members of 
your Board have also expressed interest in the senior scrip program, but to date MST 
has not heard back from those staff members.  On Wednesday, May 18th, MST staff will 
be hosting an informational meeting regarding the senior scrip program.  As of this 



moment, representatives of Monterey, Salinas and Seaside have indicated they will be 
participating at the meeting.  Highlights from this meeting will be distributed to your 
Board on Monday, May 23rd as a part of the presentation for this agenda item. 

 
 
 
 

 



Agenda #  9-1 
May 23, 2011 Meeting 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
To:  Board of Directors 
 
From: Hunter Harvath, MST Assistant General Manager – Finance & 

Administration 
 
Subject: Regional Taxi Authority Funding and Draft FY 2012 Budget 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1. Appoint a standing RTA Finance Committee. 
 

2. Receive update on Regional Taxi Authority (RTA) funding and refer Draft FY 
2012 Budget to Finance Committee for review. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

Referring the draft budget to the Finance Committee for review would have no 
fiscal impact. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 
 

Your Board approves the RTA’s annual budget.    
 

DISCUSSION: 
 

Section 4 of the Monterey County Regional Taxi Authority Joint Powers 
Agreement states, “It is the intent of the Parties to establish and collect fees from taxi 
operators which are sufficient to cover the administrative costs of the RTA, the premium 
cost for any liability insurance coverage carried for the benefit of the RTA and the cost 
of services to be provided by MST to the RTA.”  In that regard, at the December 20, 
2010, meeting of your Board, an interim taxi fee and permit program was adopted to 
begin generating revenue to cover expenses of the RTA.  Depending upon the exact 
number of permits that are purchased, staff estimates that, based on the current fee 
structure, revenue from permitting and licensing of taxi companies, drivers and vehicles 
would generate revenue of approximately $100,000 to $125,000 per year. 

 
Given the start-up costs incurred to date during the current fiscal year and the 

operating costs projected for FY 2012, staff received direction from an RTA budget ad-
hoc committee comprised of Chair Sergio Sanchez, Vice-Chair Libby Downey and 
Board member Mary Ann Leffel to research alternative methods of providing the 



services required to conduct the day-to-day operations of the RTA.  As such, staff has 
met with representatives of Monterey and Salinas to assess the potential for 
subcontracting the permitting, licensing and inspection functions of the RTA to those 
respective cities.  Because MST is waiting for cost proposals from each city, further 
details of the FY 2012 budget are not available as of this time.  MST hopes to receive 
cost information in the coming week so that more information regarding the FY 2012 
budget can be presented to your Board at its May 23, 2011, meeting.   

 
If your Board would appoint a standing Finance Committee, the FY 2012 budget 

could then be referred to it for review and recommendation.  Staff would subsequently 
seek adoption of the FY 2012 budget at the June 27, 2011, meeting of your Board. 

 
 
 
  
 

 



April23,201l
K"thy Krystal
Taxicab Driver Representative
Regional Taxi Authority

Dear Kathy,

It is apparent Monterey-Salinas Transit (MST) is involved in unfair competition regarfing; free
and discounted bus fares, as well as non-mandated bus and van service within and outside
Monterey County. These free and grossly discounted bus fares have and continue to damage cab
drivers as well as other transportation providers throughout Monterey County. All MST bus
fares should be consistent with similar routes. Plus, in these times of budgetary shortfalls all
non-mandated service, which include out of County services should be discontinued.

As the driver representative we are requesting you contact the Regional Taxi Authority Board of
Directors and urgently request they contact the Monterey-Salinas Transit Board of Directors,
and they in turn should direct MST management to cease these unfair business practices
immediately.

Earnestly,
Monterey County Cab Drivers
contact@montereycountycabdrivers. com

CC; Regional Taxi Authority Staff
Carl Sedoryk (MST CEO)
Hunter Harvath (MST Chief Financial Officer)
Dave Laredo (MST Attorney)
Theodore Kosub (MST Assistant to CEO)
Tom Hicks (MST CTSA Manager)
Kathy Williams (MST Accounting Manager)
Angela Dawson (MST Accountant)

CC; Board of Directors Regional Taxi Authority
Sergio Sanchez Alan Cohen
Karen Sharp David Pendergrass
Kristin Clark Libby Downey
M^ryAnn Leffel Ian Oglesdy

CC; Mayor Dennis Donohue
CC; Monterey County Supervisors

Louis Calcagno Simon Salinas

Jane Parker Dave Potter
CC; Private Transportation Providers

Associated Cab Central Coast Taxi
Green Cab Marina Taxi
Orange Taxi Sal's Taxi
Yellow Cab l0I Express
Airbus/Main Event American International Transportation
Arrow Transportation Discovery Charter
Greyhound Lines Monterey Limousine
My Black Car Pacific Monarch Charter
Rueben Limo Sewice Your Maitre D'


